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A Squiggly Line 
Written by Robert Vescio 
Illustrated by Kathy Creamer 
Published by Little Pink Dog Books, 2022 
Teachers’ Notes prepared by Jen Scanlan 

Themes 
Personal identity, achievement, imagination, creativity, play, overcoming challenges. 

Australian Curriculum Links 
English 
Explore the different contribution of words and images to meaning in stories and informative 
texts (ACELA1786) 
Share feelings and thoughts about the events and characters in texts (ACELT1783) 
Discuss how authors create characters using language and images (ACELT1581) 
Discuss characters and events in a range of literary texts and share personal responses to these 
texts, making connections with students' own experiences (ACELT1582) 
Health and Physical Education 
Identify personal strengths (ACPPS001) 
Describe their own strengths and achievements and those of others, and identify how these 
contribute to personal identities (ACPPS015) 
Practice personal and social skills to interact positively with others ACPPS004 
Visual Arts 
Use and experiment with different materials, techniques, technologies and processes to make 
artworks (ACAVAM107) 

Before Reading 
• Think: Ask students to share personal achievements such as doing something on their own 

for the first time. Share how they felt and how it influenced them to try more things. 
• Wonder: Without revealing the cover, show students ‘A blank page. A world of possibilities.’ 

Talk about how a ‘different’ story is told if we read only the words, or only the pictures; and 
the story that words and pictures make when combined. What do students think this story 
will be about? 

• Look: Reveal the cover and the endpapers. Ask the students what they think the story will be 
about now. Did their predictions change? If so, why? 

• Seek: Discuss talking animal characters from books and films that the students have seen. 
Were these life-like or imaginary characters? 

While Reading 
• First, read the book without displaying the illustrations. At different points, ask students to 

imagine what the mouse is doing and then share their ideas. 
• Then read the book while showing the illustrations. Explore how the combination of print 

and images in texts creates meaning by comparing reactions to the first reading. Discuss 
how the story was similar, different or surprising. Ask if seeing the illustrations changed their 
opinion of the book. 

• Before reaching the end, at different stages in the narrative ask students to guess what the 
mouse is going to draw. 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1786
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1783
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1581
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1582
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACPPS001
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACPPS015
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACAVAM107
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• Looking at each double-page spread, ask students to identify and describe the emotional 
responses that the mouse experienced on different pages of the narrative. 

• Students identify colours used by the illustrator. Place a sticker, tick or mark on a colour 
wheel whenever a colour is identified.  

• Share how the mouse’s strengths helped the character be successful. As students identify 
the strengths, create a class list of words for display. 

• Connect to students’ own experiences by asking which of these strengths they possess. 
• As each page is viewed, ask students how the dog is feeling. How can they tell? 
• Draw out the importance of having and offering support. What does it mean to support 

someone? Who is supporting the mouse? Who is supporting you? Who do you try to 
support? 

• Focus on the repetition in the text, for example, ‘If you…’ What do these words tell us? 
• How do students feel when they have problems or obstacles? Who or what helps them. For 

example, goal setting, trying again, being brave, trying something new. Students may be 
willing to share a time when they learnt something new. 
 

After Reading 
• Explore the element of colour:  

1. Discuss: What coloured pencils were used? What is the colour made of (red + yellow 
= orange)? How is the colour used in the book, and why is it used in this way? Why 
are some words in colour?  

2. Use a colour wheel to facilitate this discussion. Explain there are 3 primary colours 
and that these are special colours. Provide modelling clay in 2 primary colours, such 
as red and yellow. Students play with them and roll them together. Look out for the 
creation of orange. Alternate with red and blue, yellow and blue, and share results. 
Orange, purple and green are called secondary colours. Did anyone make brown? 
Ask if they can share how this happened (there are many ways and prompting may 
be needed). Why isn’t brown on the colour wheel? 

3. Create a map of the mouse’s feelings by using lines of different colours to represent 
excitement, courage, challenge, etc. For example: 
 Blue for hopeful 
 Brown for brave 
 Red for excited 
 Yellow for curious 
 Green for goal setting. 

4. Reflect: ask students to share their favourite colour. 
 Why do you like that colour? Does it have a special meaning to you? 
 Does everyone like the same colour? Is one colour better than another? 
 Are others allowed to make different choices? 

• Start with a squiggly line: 
Activity 1: Group work 

1. Form small groups of 3 to 5 students. 
2. Provide each group with the same squiggly line on art paper, plus a different 

coloured pencil for each member. Using their colour, students write their names on 
the back. 

3. Each group brainstorms ideas and decides together what they will draw. Prompt 
them to look at the squiggly line from all directions. 

4. Students each add to their group’s drawing, using their own colour. After a while, 
instruct them to add finer details and decide on a title. 
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5. Reflect: bring the groups back to share and comment on their drawings. Then 
discuss: 
 By looking at the colours, can we tell if each group member had a turn? 
 Did anyone in the group help or encourage others? 
 Were there any problems? How did the group work these out? 
 Did anyone feel their ideas were not listened to? 
 How can we be helpful members of a group? 
 Was it hard or easy to make this artwork? What would make it better next 

time? (Answers could range from cooperating and sharing, to adding more 
colours and changing materials.) 

6. Run this activity again in a few days, incorporating the students’ recommendations, 
to help them apply their learning about using their strengths and cooperating with 
others. 

Activity 2: Individual designs 
1. Provide each student with a black squiggle on blank art paper. For younger students, 

give them a long squiggle; have older students draw a squiggle for a partner. The 
squiggles can all be different, some the same or even all the same. The artworks will 
be very varied, which is a point for discussion. 

2. Students extend their squiggle then add colour, using coloured pencil, texta or 
crayon, or a mixture of these. Encourage them to use different colours in adjoining 
areas, add shapes and patterns. Use vocabulary from the book, such as possibilities, 
keep going, have fun, change direction, try a new path, make a fresh start, etc. 

3. Reflect: display and discuss the finished artworks. 
 Some are abstract, some figurative. Why are they all different? 
 Did anyone have trouble deciding what to do? Was this because there were 

many possibilities? 
 Who made a goal for their artwork, such as how it would look or colours to 

use? Did your artwork turn out as you expected? 
 Who had fun making the artwork? 
 What was difficult or challenging?  
 Did anyone need to change direction or have a fresh start? Can you explain 

what you did and how it turned out? 

Activity 3: Extend the use of materials 
1. Add collage materials, such as stickers, glittery glue, coloured papers, etc., to a 

squiggly line design. Encourage students to be playful with the materials. 
2. Use paint on squiggly line designs. 
3. Paste coloured knitting yarns over simple squiggly lines. 
4. Make Styrofoam prints by drawing a squiggly line design on the Styrofoam. Ensure 

the lines are fairly thick and deep. Explain that the lines will remain white. Apply 
water-based printing ink to an acrylic sheet, and then roll it using a soft brayer. Roll 
the ink onto the Styrofoam. Alternatively, paint the Styrofoam with acrylic paint, 
being careful to keep the lines clean. Place paper over the print and press lightly, 
without moving the paper. Using a bamboo baren can help with this process. 

5. Reflect: after completing any of these activities, compare the qualities and effects of 
the different materials in the finished artworks.  
 Which materials did you most enjoy using? 
 Were there any challenges? How did you deal with them? 


