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Teacher Notes have been based on those supplied by the publisher. A full version is available on our website. 
Themes:  

• Personal identity 

• Achievement 

• Imagination 

Discussion Questions: 
During reading: 

• First, read the book without displaying the illustrations. At different points, ask students to imagine what the mouse 
is doing and then share their ideas. 

• Then read the book while showing the illustrations. Explore how the combination of print and images in texts creates 
meaning by comparing reactions to the first reading. Discuss how the story was similar, different or surprising. Ask if 
seeing the illustrations changed their opinion of the book. 

• Before reaching the end, at different stages in the narrative ask students to guess what the mouse is going to draw.  

• Looking at each double-page spread, ask students to identify and describe the emotional responses that the mouse 
experienced on different pages of the narrative. 

• Students identify colours used by the illustrator. Place a sticker, tick or mark on a colour wheel whenever a colour is 
identified.  

• Share how the mouse’s strengths helped the character be successful. As students identify the strengths, create a 
class list of words for display. 

• Connect to students’ own experiences by asking which of these strengths they possess. 

• As each page is viewed, ask students how the dog is feeling. How can they tell? 

• Draw out the importance of having and offering support. What does it mean to support someone? Who is supporting 
the mouse? Who is supporting you? Who do you try to support? 

• Focus on the repetition in the text, for example, ‘If you’. What do these words tell us? 

• How do students feel when they have problems or obstacles? Who or what helps them? For example goal setting, 
trying again, being brave, trying something new. Students may be willing to share a time when they learnt something 
new. 

After Reading - Explore the element of colour:  

• Discuss: What coloured pencils were used? How is the colour used in the book, and why is it used in this way? Why 
are some words in colour?  

• Use a colour wheel to facilitate this discussion. Explain there are 3 primary colours and that these are special colours. 
Provide modelling clay in 2 primary colours, such as red and yellow. Students play with them and roll them together. 
Look out for the creation of orange. Alternate with red and blue, yellow and blue, and share results. Orange, purple 
and green are called secondary colours. Did anyone make brown? Ask if they can share how this happened (there are 
many ways and prompting may be needed). Why isn’t brown on the colour wheel? 

Activities: 

• Complete the activities on the activity page. 

 A funny and exciting adventure into the power of positive thinking. A little mouse begins a journey with a pencil and a blank 
page, he doesn’t know what he’s going to encounter along the way, but knows he has to be imaginative. His drawings are 
squiggly and messy at first, he soon develops confidence and finds success.  
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A Squiggly Line  

Activities: 
Start with a squiggly line: 
Activity 1: Group work 

• Form small groups of 3 to 5 students. 

• Provide each group with the same squiggly line on art paper, plus a different coloured pencil for each member. Using 
their colour, students write their names on the back. 

• Each group brainstorms ideas and decides together what they will draw. Prompt them to look at the squiggly line 
from all directions. 

• Students each add to their group’s drawing, using their own colour. After a while, instruct them to add finer details 
and decide on a title. 

• Reflect: bring the groups back to share and comment on their drawings. Then discuss: 

 By looking at the colours, can we tell if each group member had a turn? 

 Did anyone in the group help or encourage others? 

 Were there any problems? How did the group work these out? 

 Did anyone feel their ideas were not listened to? 

 How can we be helpful members of a group? 

 Was it hard or easy to make this artwork? What would make it better next time? Answers could range from 
cooperating and sharing, to adding more colours and changing materials. 

• Run this activity again in a few days, incorporating the students’ recommendations, to help them apply their learning 
about using their strengths and cooperating with others. 

 
Activity 2: Individual designs 

• Provide each student with a black squiggle on blank art paper. For younger students, give them a long squiggle; have 
older students draw a squiggle for a partner. The squiggles can all be different, some the same or even all the same. 
The artworks will be very varied, which is a point for discussion. 

• Students extend their squiggle then add colour, using coloured pencil, texta or crayon, or a mixture of these.           
Encourage them to use different colours in adjoining areas, add shapes and patterns. Use vocabulary from the book, 
such as possibilities, keep going, have fun, change direction, try a new path, make a fresh start, etc. 

• Reflect: display and discuss the finished artworks. 

 Some are abstract, some figurative. Why are they all different? 

 Did anyone have trouble deciding what to do? Was this because there were many possibilities? 

 Who made a goal for their artwork, such as how it would look or colours to use? Did your artwork turn out as 
you expected? 

 Who had fun making the artwork? 

 What was difficult or challenging?  

 Did anyone need to change direction or have a fresh start? Can you explain what you did and how it turned 
out? 

 
Activity 3: Extend the use of materials 

• Add collage materials, such as stickers, glittery glue, coloured papers, etc., to a squiggly line design. Encourage       
students to be playful with the materials. 

• Use paint on squiggly line designs. 

• Paste coloured knitting yarns over simple squiggly lines. 

• Reflect: after completing any of these activities, compare the qualities and effects of the different materials in the 
finished artworks.  

 Which materials did you most enjoy using? 

 Were there any challenges? How did you deal with them? 


