
Tracks of the Missing 
By Carl Merrison and Hakea Hustler  
Publisher: Magabala Books 
ISBN  9781922613264  SCIS: 5387371  
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Dek and his best friend Willum are both excited about the upcoming footy match. The big league 
recruiters are in town, and this is their chance to impress them.  
 

But when they turn up at school they discover that the Year 12 class have gone missing on school 
camp, and the whole place is on edge.   
 

The police think there is a link between the murder of old Mr Henry, who has been selling grog and 
drugs for years, and the missing students. 
 

Dek’s grandfather is a well known tracker, and when he insists Dek goes with him to help find the 
kids, they head deep into the bush. Both have a feeling that is drawing them in the same direction, 
and they follow their instincts, but who is watching them? 
 

This is a great story centred around Dek and Willum and their Aboriginal community, and set in a 
small town. The highlight is the relationship between Dek and his grandfather, and their                    
understanding and connection to the land around them. It is also a fantastic mystery story as well - 
with a very unexpected ending! 
 

A wonderful read for those aged 14 and above. 
 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 

Blurb: 

‘There must be payback.’ ‘There must, you are right,’ Grandfather agrees. ‘What can you offer in exchange?’ 
Grandfather holds up his arms, open, offering himself as a sacrifice. ‘I am old.’ Deklan ‘Dek’ Archer and his 
mates arrive at school to a tense atmosphere. ‘Old Mate’, Mr Henry, who has lived in town for a long time, 
has been found murdered. He had been selling grog on the black market for years. To add to these worries, 
the Year 12s, who were on camp, are now missing. The police think there is a link between the missing      
students and the murder. Dek and his friends are torn. Dek and Willum, his best mate, have an important 
football match that evening – professional recruiters are in town. Neither wants to let their coach down but 
they feel they must search for their friends. Deklan’s grandfather, a renowned tracker with certain             
otherworld gifts turns up, and expects him to go bush. This choice will change Dek’s life and family forever. A    
journey that moves deep in to an ancient landscape uncovers secrets, and the past, which is never far away, 
continues to call them. Both are tracking the truth but something is watching and hunting them.  
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Growing Up In Country Australia 
Edited By Rick Morton 
Publisher: Black Inc 
ISBN  9781760643065  SCIS: 5397415  
$29.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

These fantastic collections of short stories always have something for everyone. 
 

I particularly enjoyed Mouseapocalypse - a story of how farmers have had to navigate living 
through a mouse plague - and how they probably don’t need us city dwellers to tell them how to 
handle things humanely. It was also nice to learn a new word - ‘petrichor’ - a word for ‘the smell of 
rain on dry earth’. I hope to remember it, as it is a smell of hope for so many people. 
 

There are stories of the hierarchy of the country school bus, and of finding your place during a              
remote rural exchange program. 
 

Some held a life long love of the country, while others couldn't move out soon enough. Seen 
through the eyes of many country people from different generations and different parts of                      
Australia, from First Nations people and new migrants, the young and old, it truly covers the                
spectrum of Australian country life. 
 

There are some short stories in this collection dealing with more serious themes that make this  
collection best suited to older readers aged 16 and above.  
 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb: 

Growing Up in Country Australia is a fresh, modern look at country Australia. There are stories of joy,         
adventure, nostalgia, connection to nature and freedom, but also grimmer tales - of drought, fires, mouse 
plagues and isolation. From the politics of the country school bus to the class divides between locals, from 
shooting foxes with Dad to giving up meat as an adult, from working on the family farm to selling up and 
moving to the city, the picture painted is diverse and unexpected. This is country Australia as you've never 
seen it before. 

With nearly forty stories by established and emerging authors from a wide range of backgrounds - including 
First Nations and new migrants - Growing Up in Country Australia is a unique and revealing snapshot of rural 
life. 

Contributors include Holden Sheppard, Laura Jean McKay, Annabel Crabb, Sami Shah, Lech Blaine, Tony   
Armstrong, Bridie Jabour, Jes Layton, Lily Chan, Jay Carmichael and many others.  
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Sugar 
By Carly Nugent 
Publisher: Text Publishing 
ISBN  9781922330741  SCIS: 5398464  
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is Carly Nugent’s first novel for YA readers, and I’m sure it won’t be her last. 
 

Persephone is a teenager who is trying to deal with being diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes, at the same time 
as her Dad dies. She blames herself for her Dad’s death, and thinks getting diabetes is the universe’s way of 
telling her that it is all she deserves. 
 

She is a complex character, but feels so authentic that you can’t help but want to be her friend. There is also a 
strong cast of characters who all play vital roles in her life, including her mum, Demi, who is trying to deal 
with her own grief, her Mum’s best friend, Iris, and her son Steven, who live with them to escape an abusive 
partner. 
 

Then there are Alexander Mason and Joseph Barrett, who both seem to have inserted themselves in                  
Persephone’s life, whether she wants them to or not. 
 

This is a story most teenagers will relate to in some way. There is very strong language used at times    
throughout the story, but it is in context with Persephone’s life and her anger at the world. It’s a story of 
hope, friendship and learning to accept that life is never going to be perfect or fair, and that this can be one 
of life’s hardest lessons. 
 

A wonderful story, perfect for those 16 and older. 

 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

Blurb: 

A realist YA novel, by the author of The Peacock Detectives, about family, loss and coming to terms with      
diabetes as a teen. 

What's yours is yours for a reason. Luck has nothing to do with it. 

Some people get exactly what they deserve. And, as it turns out, I deserve to be called Persephone. No simple
-to-sound-out Pride-and-Prejudice-style name like Elizabeth or Jane for me. Nope. Demi had to go Greek. 
Define Persephone. Bringer of destruction. That pretty much sums it up. 

Persephone is angry. Angry that her life revolves around finger-prick tests, carbohydrate counts and insulin 
injections. Angry at Alexander Manson. Angry with her mum for lots of things, for nothing and for everything. 

But most of all, she's angry with herself. For deserving it all. Because of what she did, or didn't do. Because 
one year ago she did something and her dad died. 

But then Persephone finds a body on a bush path, a young woman she doesn't know but feels a strong                
connection to. And as she tries to find out what happened to Sylvia, Persephone begins to understand her 
own place in the complex interconnectedness of the universe. 

Sugar is the story of a sixteen-year-old girl trying to make sense of the life-changing events that have sent her 
world into a spin, her search for a reason behind it all, and ultimately her acceptance of life's randomness.  
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Prometheus High 1: How to Make a Monster 
By Stuart Wilson 
Publisher: Puffin / Penguin 
ISBN  9781761042256  SCIS: 5397420  
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Athena Strange loves performing odd experiments, but when she successfully reanimates the 
neighbour’s deceased cat, her life quickly changes. 
 

Offered a place at Prometheus High, where these sorts of things are commonplace, she is quickly 
whisked away to take up her place at the school.  
 

When she arrives, she discovers the school is made up of students, and some very strange teachers, 
aboard a rust bucket of a former ocean liner. But when her classes are moving too slowly, she               
decides to spend her nights creating her own Frankenstein-like creature. Surely this cannot end 
well… 
 

In a story full of magic and science, ghouls and creations, our characters discover that friendship 
and teamwork are essential for survival. 
 

The content is rather gruesome at times, however it is still a wonderful, quirky and exciting story, 
full of action and adventure, that is aimed at lower secondary readers. 
 

 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Teacher Notes prepared by the publisher are available for this title on our website. 
 

Blurb: 

A hugely inventive, action-packed, fun and quirky - and occasionally dark - adventure for fans 
of Skulduggery Pleasant, Nevermoor or Frankenstein. 

A rusting ocean liner. 
Thirty students learning to resurrect the dead. 
A murderous monster on the loose... 
Just a typical day at PROMETHEUS HIGH. 

Athena Strange's first semester at Prometheus High starts with a bang. But when her lessons in  
reanimation, robotics and skulkers move too slowly and she has trouble making friends, Athena 
decides to take matters into her own hands. 

On a ship where science and magic collide, and the monster under your bed is probably very real... 
will Athena be able to hold her head above water?  
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We Who Hunt The Hollow 
By Kate Murray 
Publisher: Hardie Grant Children's Publishing 
ISBN  9781760508920  SCIS: 5397386  
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Set in a futuristic world where terrible monsters, called Hollows, keep appearing through the 
cracks, and our main character Priscilla Daalman, junior Hollow Warrior, is just starting to uncover 
her powers. 
 

Priscilla comes from a long line of great female Hollow Warriors, and her Geema (Grandma) is their  
current leader. Priscilla thinks her power to sense the presence of Hollows is pretty pathetic really, 
but little does she know how her powers will develop... 
 

Can Priscilla become a great Hollow Warrior? And who is her mysterious new love interest, Bastian? 
 

Much is uncovered, but in the end we are left eagerly awaiting Book 2 in the series. 
 

This good versus evil fantasy thriller has themes of global change, romance, finding your inner    
power, trust and family, and is a great read for all those 14+. 
 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

 

Blurb: 

A firecracker urban fantasy about the youngest daughter of a family of women warriors, and the 
power she wishes she had…  

Seventeen-year-old Priscilla Daalman’s entire family are Hollow Warriors – legendary monster 
hunters charged with killing evil beasts from beyond our universe. She’s desperate to live up to that 
legacy, but she’s convinced neither she, nor her superpower – the ability to sense Hollow energy – 
is up to the task.  

But when Priscilla attempts a desperate ritual to enhance her abilities, she accidentally triggers a 
frightening new power: the power to summon monsters from the Hollow itself. Now, Priscilla must 
protect her loved ones – her heartbroken ex-girlfriend, her mysterious new boyfriend, even her 
fierce warrior family – from supernatural monsters, and also from herself. Because if her power 
gets out, all hell will break loose… and Priscilla will risk losing everything.   
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