
 

Teacher Notes have been based on those supplied by the publisher. A full version is available on our website. 
Themes:   
• Caring for our environment 
• Understanding each other 
• Communication 
Discussion Questions and Activities: 
Comprehension: 
• Why did the whales walk out of the ocean? What would you do if a whale arrived in your town? 
• Which lines are repeated in the book? 
• Can you point out the rhyming words on each of the pages? 
• How did the cities and towns change when the whales moved in? Were the people happy about the changes? 

Why/why not? 
• What did Frida mean when she said ‘you’ve got the wrong idea’? 
• What did the people need to do to get the whales to go back into the ocean? 
Writing Exercise: 
• Whales can’t talk! Can they? Write one of the scenes from the book but pretend you’re the whale. How do you 

feel? How do you think whales speak? What kind of whale are you? Draw a picture to accompany your story. 
Creative Activities: 
• What happens when you throw something away? Draw a map or write a story that shows where one piece of  

rubbish goes after you throw it away. 
• What can we do to make sure that our rubbish doesn’t end up in the oceans and rivers? Make a list of three ways 

that we can stop pollution getting into our waterways. 
• The pictures in the book show a lot of ways that things go wrong when the whales move into the town. What   

other things could happen? Write a scene about something else that might happen when the whales move in. Try 
to make it rhyme! 

• How would you feel if a whale moved into your house? Write a conversation between you and the whale who has 
just arrived on your doorstep! 

• Pollution is just one of the issues facing our oceans and the animals who live there. What are some of the other 
problems? Which animals might arrive in our cities and towns asking for help next? What can we do now to help 
them? 

When all of the whales in the ocean leave their home to walk around on land, people don’t quite know what 
to think.  
 

But soon shopkeepers go out of business, farms are flooded with water and salt, and people shout horrible, 
anti-whale words.  
 

That is, until, a smart little girl decides to ask the whales what everyone can do to help.  
 

A powerful and entertaining story about the environment from best-selling author, Nick Bland.  
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