
Teacher Notes and Activities 

 

Teacher Notes have been based on those supplied by the publisher. A full version is available on our website. 
Themes:    

• Creativity/imagination  

• Identity  

• Self-esteem  
Discussion Questions & Activities: 
Pre-Reading Questions: 

• Look at the front cover of the book. Read the title together. Can you see what the title Blue Flower is referring to? What do 
you think the story will be about?  

• Read the blurb at the back of the book. What do you feel about it? What kind of things are you now expecting to see inside 
the book? What questions do you have?  

• Read the story aloud as a group, pausing to take in Gabriel Evans’ delicate and beautiful artwork and observe all the detail 
and difference you can find on each page.  

Literacy, language and storytelling: 

• How many characters are in this story? Do you think creatures other than people can be characters in a story? Can you 
think of other stories that have non-human characters?  

• New Words: Can you find three words in the book that are new to you? Try to work out what they mean from the context 
(the way they are used and what surrounds them).  

Self-esteem, difference and resilience:  

• Has there been a time when you’ve felt uncertain?  

• What did you do to help you feel comfortable?  

• Did someone else help you?  

• What activities make you feel happy?  

• What activities make you feel confident?  

• Memory drawing: Do a drawing about your own experience of feeling different or uncertain. Include something that helped 
you feel better.  

• Observing difference in the natural world: Gather a collection of leaves or flowers and notice all the many ways they are 
different.  

• Look at the many ways that people are different. Celebrate all of the differences that make you and your classmates special.  
Creativity and our imagination: 

• What do you notice about the very first page of the story? (Hint: what can you see?) What does it tell you about the                   
character of this book?  

• Leaf Mural: Collect different shaped and coloured leaved and stick them onto paper, making patterns and admiring their 
differences. A lovely project for autumn!  

A beautifully told picture book about self-esteem, resilience and the discovery that being different can be something           
wonderful. From award-winning author Sonya Hartnett, with stunning illustrations by Gabriel Evans. 
 

A gentle exploration of a child’s realisation that it is her individual differences and creativity that make her special, with         
stunning illustrations by the talented Gabriel Evans that delicately and sensitively convey the child’s emotional journey. 
 

A young child describes her qualms about going to school and how hard she finds asking the teacher for help, how she feels 
shy about making friends, not being funny or a fast runner. But through her love of art, a conversation with her mother and 
her observations about nature she comes to see that being different might not be a bad thing after all.  
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