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Themes: 
• Bees 
• Lifecycle 
• Climate change 
• Landscape 
 

The full version of the Teacher notes (provided by the publisher) have been written for Years 1 and 2 (Australian 
Curriculum), although the content could be expanded and adapted to suit other years/stages. Each lesson builds 
on the previous lesson to engage students and richly explore content and themes of the text. The teacher notes 
follow a sequential approach to ensure maximum student engagement and understanding of the text. The full  
version is available on our website. 
 

The following is a snapshot of questions and activities from the full version: 
• The teacher may wish to explore with students the subject of bees and their lifecycle and role in the               

environment prior to introducing the text. This could support deeper engagement in the activities                       
suggested for later in the Unit, such as exploring what a bee-friendly garden is. 

• Discussion about dreams. What do you dream of for the world? If you had a magic wand, what is one thing 
you would do to make the world a better place? 

• Community walk: bee and flower audit. Take the class for a walk around the school community including 
the school itself as well as surrounding areas within about half a kilometre. Have students carry a clip board 
and paper and count how many bees they see, how many flowers they see, and other things they notice 
about the landscape and the environment. If possible, have students take photos, otherwise the teacher 
will need to take photos. Alternatively, if time permits, students could emulate Nielsen and make a few 
small sketches. 

Exploring the purpose behind the text - 
• Read the section in the back of the book called ‘About Bees’. Discuss reasons for its inclusion in the book.   
• Debate. Present students with the statement ‘The little Honey Bee is a good topic for a children’s book’. 

Prepare four sections of the room with signs that say: ‘strongly agree’, ‘strongly disagree’, ‘agree’ and 
‘disagree’. Have students go to the corner that reflects their opinions most strongly.  

• Reflection and discussion. After a quick think-pair-share, choose a student or have a teacher go to each  
corner and interview people about their choices and why they feel that way. Students can move to a    
different corner if someone has been persuasive enough to change their opinion.  
Repeat the activity with more complex topics such as ‘Without bees there would be no food’. 

• Model flowchart. Identify as a class ‘why bees are important’ and compile a flow-chart on the board 
pointing to the relevant page in the text (i.e. collects pollen, delivers to new flower, grows fruit, grows 
seeds, new flowers grow from the seeds).  

All it takes is the will to make dreams come true. Just One Bee is a story of hope, determination and never giving up: 
the story of One-bee and her dream to revert desolate wastes back to fields of flowers. But to change a desert to 
meadowland she needs to go it alone because when she comes across another bee, she discovers not only is he 
hoarding a single precious flower and a queen bee, but he refuses to believe positive change is possible. Other-bee 
does all he can to quash One-bee's dream. But One-bee's persistence, patience and optimism eventually prove   
Other-bee wrong, and she shows him how dreams can come true.  

Teacher Notes and Activities 

• Nature 
• Emotions 
• Individual Action 
• Hope 


