
Stellarphant 
By James Foley 

Publisher: Fremantle Press 
ISBN 9781760990732  SCIS:5375427  

 

Teacher Notes have been based on those supplied by the publisher. A full version is available on our website. 
Themes: 

• Space travel 

• Courage 

• Determination  
Discussion Questions: 

• Why do you think the author chose the name Stella for the lead character? Is it simply because it rhymes with ‘ele’ in 
‘elephant’? (Hint: What does this particular name mean?)  

• Why do you think the title of the book is ‘Stellarphant’? (Hint: What are the two possible meanings of the word ‘stellar’? How 
does each relate to the story?) 

• What does an astronaut do? What do you think would be the best thing about this job? What do you think would be the 
hardest part? Would you like to be an astronaut? 

• The managers at Space Command reject Stella’s application several times. How would you feel if you were Stella? Why do 
you think she refuses to give up on her dream?  

• What does the word ‘discrimination’ mean? Stella faces discrimination because of her size and her species. Have you ever 
been discriminated against? How did this make you feel? Why is it important not to discriminate against others or judge 
someone based on their appearance?  

• What do the words ‘perseverance’, ‘resourcefulness’, ‘determination’ and ‘resilience’ mean? Can you find examples in the 
story where Stella demonstrates each of these qualities? Can you think of a time when you have showed each of these     
qualities?  

• Look closely at the titles of the books Stella studies for astronaut training (Orbital Mechanics, Aerospace Engineering, Rocket 
Science). Why would each of these be useful? Use an appropriate online dictionary to locate the meanings of any words you 
don’t understand.  

• Why do you think scuba-diving is also part of Stella’s training? How might this help astronauts prepare for life in space? 

• Why do you think the managers are still reluctant to approve Stella’s application even after she has found creative ways to 
meet all their requests? 

• What does the word ‘epiphany’ mean? What epiphany does Stella reach? 

• What is an ‘idiom’? How does the idiom ‘the elephant in the room’ add humour to the story?  

• Visit the final page of the book, entitled ‘A True History of Animals in Space’. Can you list some of the different species have 
visited space? Why were they chosen? What jobs did they perform in space? Choose one animal from the hall of fame to 
research and write a report using the following subheadings: name, age, species, nationality, date/duration of mission/s to 
space, research purpose, photograph. 

• What do you think might happen if a real elephant was sent to space?  
Activities: 

• Design your own picture book about Stellarphant Aerospace’s next mission! Which animal astronauts will be part of the 
crew? Where will they travel in space? What is the purpose of their mission? What dangers will they face?  

• Stella dreams of becoming the first elephant astronaut. Design a recruitment poster advertising your own dream job. It 
should explain what the job involves and why you are passionate about it.  

A worthy and timely story about having the courage to follow your dreams and believing in yourself. 
 
Stella wants to be an astronaut. There is only one problem - Stella is an elephant. Every time she applies to Space 
Command, they come with a new reason she can't join. But where there's a will, there's a way and Stella is          
determined to reach for the stars.  

Teacher Notes and Activities 

• Perseverance  

• Diversity  

• Equality 

• Equity 

• Feminism  

• Discrimination  


