
Mister Cassowary 
By Samantha Wheeler 
Publisher: University of Queensland Press 
ISBN 9780702253881 
$14.95 

Lamont Review: 
 
Samantha Wheeler’s first two books were both best-sellers, so I was keen to read her third book, Mister 
Cassowary. I certainly wasn’t disappointed. 
 
The storyline follows the journey of Flynn and his ‘fly in fly out’ Dad, spending time together as they go 
to clean up his Grandad Barney’s farm in Mission Beach, after his death a year ago. 
 
Flynn doesn’t even know how his Granddad died, and his Dad certainly doesn’t want to talk about it. 
 
Grandad Barney was known to the locals as Mister Cassowary, as he spent his time and money providing 
a refuge for injured and orphaned cassowaries. Surely the rumour that a cassowary killed him can’t be 
true? 
 
This is a great story of father/son relationships, set with a strong theme of protecting wildlife and        
endangered species. It has six pages of facts and helpful tips on what kids can do and useful websites to 
visit to learn more about these rare and wonderful birds. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 
 

City boy Flynn is taken to Mission Beach by his dad to ready his Grandad Barney’s banana farm for 
sale. Flynn has never been north before, even when his grandad was alive, and the last thing he 
wants to do is to be stuck in the middle of woop-woop with his dad who thinks he is too young to 
be trusted with anything! 
 

But when Flynn meets local girl Abby and two lost baby cassowaries things become interesting. 
What does Abby know about Grandad’s mysterious death? And why does Dad refuse to talk about 
it and seem so scared of the cassowaries? Did this dinosaur-like bird kill Grandad? 
 

Time is running out and Flynn and Abby need a plan. Can Flynn solve the mystery before it is too 
late for the cassowaries? 
 

A thrilling and heart-pounding adventure for animal lovers everywhere. 
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At My Door 
By Deb Fitzpatrick 
Publisher: Fremantle Press 
ISBN 9781925162707 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is a beautiful story about realising that not everyone is as lucky as some. 
 

When a little girl named Mei is left on the doorstep of Poppy’s house, the mystery               
surrounding how and why she is there starts. Why would anyone leave their own little girl 
with strangers?  
 

Poppy and her brother Harry live a normal, happy and healthy life with their Mum and Dad. 
They don’t have much to worry about. There is always food on the table and always       
someone to take care of them. So the fact that others are not quite as fortunate as them   
really resinates in young Poppy. 
 

Poppy’s family do everything they can to look after Mei for the short time she is with them, 
but when Family Services take Mei to a foster home, they all have very mixed emotions. Will 
Mei’s parents eventually be found and will they be able to take care of her? This is something 
that Poppy will be thinking about always. 
 

Best suited to middle primary readers. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 

Teacher notes are available for this title at www.fremantlepress.com.au 

Blurb: 
 

Deliveries usually come in a van. Deliveries are often heavy boxes or oddly shaped padded bags.  
Deliveries do not come late on a school night. They don’t come in a speeding car. And they don’t cry. 

When Poppy Campbell’s dad opens the front door to find a small, very distressed child clinging to a 
green blanket, the family try their hardest to do the right thing. They make the little girl              
comfortable, call the police, and look after her while the authorities search for her family. Why has 
this happened? The cops are called in, nappies bought, old toys dug out, and friendships made. 
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Freddy Tangles: Legend or Loser 
By Jack Brand and Illustrated by Tom Jellett 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760110345 
$9.99 

October 2015 
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Blurb: 
 
What would you rather do, tell Sid he smells or tell Principal Brody he smells? That's easy. I would 
tell Mr Brody. No one is scarier than the bully Sid Malone, and now he's coming to get Freddy.   
Luckily, Freddy's got a plan. Laser beam eyes. If he stares at a white wall for long enough and wants 
it bad enough, his eyes will start to shoot laser beams. On second thoughts, he might need a      
back-up plan! Freddy's friends are in danger too. But what can Freddy do when he's even afraid of 
his little sister? (Well to be fair, she is totally evil!) He has to find a way to rescue them all from Sid.  

Lamont Review 
 
Frederick 
Augustus 
Reginald 
Tangles 
 
Need I say more? This is certainly aimed at The Wimpy Kid, Big Nate market but it’s Australian, and 
written by a Teacher Librarian who really knows what kids want. 
 
I found it really easy to get into, and I felt for the plight of Freddy, with his unfortunate name     
ringing true (I also got teased for a variation of my name at primary school, so this really rang true). 
 
With lots of humour, it also tackles bullying and gangs, and shows that through courage and       
fairness, this can be overcome. A win for the good guys in the end! 
 
A really clever read that is best suited to a 7-10 year old reader. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 



Ranger’s Apprentice The Early Years 1: The Tournament At Gorlan 
By John Flanagan 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9781742759302 
$18.99 
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Blurb: 
 

Before they became the most famous Ranger in the land and the hard-working Ranger Commandant, 
Halt and Crowley were young friends determined to change the world. The scheming Baron          
Morgarath is drawing other power-hungry knights and barons to his banner. King Oswald is wasting 
away and, if gossip can be believed, Prince Duncan is causing havoc in the north. Halt and Crowley set 
out to find the prince, uncover the truth, and re-form the weakened Ranger Corps. Once-loyal     
Rangers are scattered across the country, and it will take determination, skill, and leadership if 
they're to come together as one. Can the Rangers regain the trust of the Kingdom, or will the cunning 
Morgarath outwit them at every turn? 

Lamont Review: 
 

John Flanagan takes us back to where it all began! 
 

Crowley is a young Ranger and Halt has been trained by the best, but is not yet accepted as a 
full Ranger. They meet when Baron Morgarath is playing a treacherous game to name      
himself the King. 
 

Halt and Crowley decide their loyalty lies with King Oswald and his son Prince Duncan, but 
when they discover that Morgarath has them both held prisoners in different castles, they 
must find other Rangers to help them.  
 

They have until the annual tournament at Gorlan, otherwise it might be all too late. 
 

In true Ranger’s Apprentice style, there is mystery, intrigue and adventure, as well as      
friendship and laughter. 
 

This can be read as a stand alone story, but readers who enjoyed the original series will love 
this book. 
 

Best suited to boys and girls, Year 4 and up, who like adventure. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 



Lamont Review: 
 

This is the second book about Jackson Payne, the accident prone boy who we met in             
Accidentally Awesome earlier in the year. 
 

Jackson finds himself on the front page of the newspaper  -  as a hero! But things didn't 
quite happen the way they were reported, and anyone who knows what Jackson is     
really like, will probably realise that already. 
 

Jackson gets a big head, and thinks that as he is now a hero he is better than everyone 
else.  
 
He soon learns some valuable lessons about treating people right, and maybe he will 
end up being a hero after all! 
 
Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

Jackson Payne has blundered his way onto the front page of the newspaper. He’s a hero! A Star! 
He’s brilliant! 
 

The problem is, Jackson’s believing the hype. He’s getting a big head. A HUGE head! Like, he 
thinks he’s the biggest legend in the entire world! 
 

And that’s when things start going very, very wrong. 
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Blunderingly Brilliant 
By Adam Wallace & Illustrated by James Hart 
Publisher: Krueger Wallace Press 
ISBN: 9780980828290 
$11.95 


