
The Stupendously Spectacular Spelling Bee 
By Deborah Abela 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9781925324822 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

India Wimple is a fantastic speller and the Stupendously Spectacular Spelling Bee is her      
favourite show on TV. She dreams that one day it could be her up on that stage. The only    
problem is she is extremely shy. How could she possibly stand on stage in front of millions of 
TV viewers? 
 

India has a wonderful family who love and support her and will do anything to convince her 
that she is good enough to win, and the entire small town of Yungabilla are behind her all the 
way.  
 

It is India’s relationship with her family that is pivotal to this story. She has an amazing       
connection with her little brother Boo, who suffers from severe asthma. She is always there 
for him, but when the crunch comes, it is Boo who pushes India to the end.  
 

This is more than just a story about spelling. It is a story of family love and support, believing 
in yourself, making new friends, showing compassion and following your dreams. 
 

Girls and boys, in particular those with a love of words, will thoroughly enjoy this story. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Blurb: 
 

India Wimple can spell. Brilliantly. Every Friday night, she and her family watch the           
Stupendously Spectacular Spelling Bee. When the Wimples suggest she enter the next Bee, 
India says she's not good enough  -   but her family won't hear it and encourage her to sign 
up. There are plenty of obstacles to reaching the finals: something in India's past has made 
her terribly shy, and moving on to each round involves finding the money to make it        
happen. And finally, there's Summer Millicent Ernestine Beauregard-Champion, a spoilt rich 
girl who is determined to win and isn't afraid to step on anyone who gets in her way." 
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Yong 
By Janine Brian 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781925126297 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This book makes real the 1850’s Gold Rush and Chinese immigration that followed. 
 

Yong’s family live in a small town where food is scarce, so his father, who is the leader of 
the village, decides to seek fortune on the Australian Goldfields. Yong and a few other men 
from the village are also to go. 
 

When the boat they are travelling in is shipwrecked in Robe in South Australia, they are 
faced with a trek of and then having to trek 500 kilometres, cross country on foot, to reach 
Ballarat. 
 

They have to survive many hardships, but when the worst thing imaginable happens, Yong 
doesn’t even know if he can go on. 
 

This is a great introduction to an important time in Australian history which looks at        
immigration and refugees, cultural change and exploitation. Hence, it becomes an ideal 
novel and also a discussion starter for senior primary classes. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb: 
 

The journey of an unworthy son. 
 
Yong doesn't want to leave Guangdong to travel to the goldfields of Ballarat. But as the firstborn 
son, he has no choice. On the long and treacherous journey, Yong strives to be an honourable son, 
while he and his father face many hardships and dangers. But in his heart he knows the shameful 
truth - that his honour is a lie. Can a journey change lives? Has Yong the courage to face what lies 
ahead? 
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Toad Delight 
By Morris Gleitzman 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN 9780143309239 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Another delightful toad tale by master storyteller Morris Gleitzman.  
 

Limpy is back and trying to get the humans to see cane toads in a different light. If only they 
could see that they are not really greedy and that they have feelings too. 
 

When a T.V crew come to the swamp, his cousin Goliath puts on a great show for them. 
Limpy sees that this might be their chance to make the humans stop squashing them.  
 

But when things don’t quite go to plan, and the camera crew are really there to collect them 
for a new cooking show, Limpy must think quick. However, Goliaths obsession with Penny 
the backpack is just adding to their problems! 
 

With some quick thinking, determination, family support and love, can Limpy achieve his goal 
for them all to live happily together? 
 

Boys and girls 8 and up will enjoy this one and love the attitude and qualities that Limpy has. 

 

Reviewed by Sam 
 
 

Blurb: 
 

Even more desperate to save his family from ending up on his stack of squashed relatives, 
Limpy takes his quest to the airwaves. When a TV cooking show kidnaps Goliath to be their 
main ingredient, Limpy sets out to rescue him and ends up on camera himself. Can Limpy 
use his 15 minutes of fame to get humans to lay off the cane-toad squashing? Or will that 
be a recipe for disaster? A stirring saga of bravery, sacrifice and prime-time warts-and-all 
adventure. Tasty.  
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Lily In The Mirror 
By Paula Hayes 
Publisher: Fremantle Press 
ISBN 9781925163872 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Lily is spending the holidays with her Grandad, or GG as they all call him, whilst her parents 
are away for their anniversary. Her Grandma (Nimmy) is in a nursing home and is suffering 
from dementia. Lily finds this hard to cope with, but she tries her best to understand. 
 

Lily wants to be dark and mysterious. She loves Harry Potter and words. Googling new 
words is one of her favourite things. With no internet connection at GG’s, she knows that 
she won’t be able to do that. So what will she do? 
 

She finds herself drawn to the Rosy Room and the mirror within, and when a young girl   
appears in the mirror and speaks to her, Lily’s holiday really starts to become interesting. 
She learns the full family history from the Other Lily in the mirror, who turns out to be    
Nimmy’s twin sister, the girl who disappeared in very mysterious circumstances. 
 

Can Lily bring Nimmy and the Other Lily together one last time? 
 

This is not only a wonderful fantasy read, but it is a story about family support, sibling     
issues, coping with dementia, loss and love. 
 

Girls in Year 4 and up with thoroughly love this book. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

Lily loves all things dark and mysterious, so when she discovers a magic mirror in a locked 
room it’s like a dream come true. Or is it … 
 

With a new friend who needs her help, and an older brother who needs to get a life, Lily 
will require all eleven fingers at her disposal, plus a hefty slice of Grandad’s chocolate      
ganache cake, to fix a long-forgotten mystery that’s very close to home. 
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Black Sunday: My Australian Story 
By Evan McHugh 
Publisher: Scholastic 
ISBN 9781743627990 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is a great middle years reader with historical significance, like all books in the My Australian    
Story series. This one traces a year in the life of David McCutcheon, aka ‘Nipper’, in diary form from 
June 1937—June 1938. 
 

Nipper’s dream is to become a Bondi surf lifesaver, like his Grampa. He doesn’t do so well at school, 
but this slowly changes throughout the story, especially with the writing of his diary. 
 

Set in a time when WWII was approaching, its main story however occurs on one hot Sunday in     
February 1938, later to become known as Black Sunday. With Bondi beach crowded, three freak 
waves struck and many, believed to be about three hundred people, were dragged out to sea and in 
need of rescuing. Luckily the surf club was having a training session at the end of the beach and about 
80 lifesavers rescued all but five people. 
 

Nipper was also on the beach and no one was looking at a poor woman who was drowning. He      
decided  he must act and with no regard for his own safety, eventually gets her back to shore, only to 
find out she is his most disliked teacher, Mrs Kearsley. In the months that follow their lives change 
because of this incident. 
 

But will Nipper stay at school now that he is thirteen? He can’t become a proper lifesaver until he 
turns sixteen, so he has a lot to consider. 
 

Easy to read with much cultural (Australian Life Saving Clubs) as well as historical pointers, this is an 
ideal classroom reader for Years 4 – 8.  
 

Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 
 

Nipper only wants to be one thing: a lifesaver. In his world they're larger than life, walking, talking 
heroes. He's too young, but he starts to train in secret, challenging himself in the Bondi surf. But his 
secret comes to light one hot Sunday in 1938 - a day that was to become infamous. 
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Chook Doolan Saves The Day 
By James Roy & Illustrated by Lucinda Gifford 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781922244956 
$7.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Poor Chook. He knows he isn't brave and would much rather play chess than sport. At least 
with chess he knows he cant get hurt! 
 
But when his best friend Joe suggests that he can give him some soccer lessons, Chook  
reluctantly agrees. Maybe this will help him overcome his fears. 
 
All that Chook wants to do is use his hands, which Chooks knows he can’t do in soccer. 
When his older brother Ricky suggest that he should be the goal keeper, Chook sees that 
maybe he can play soccer. 
 
This is a great story about having a go, believing in yourself and with the support and help 
of others, you can achieve what you thought you couldn't. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
 

Blurb: 
 

Chook Doolan wishes he was brave enough to play soccer. 
 

Chook Doolan doesn't want to play soccer. It's scary. Especially when Ashton Findus and 
Marty Petrovic are on the team. Can Chook ever be brave enough to play soccer? 
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The Sleepover: Lily The Elf 
By Anna Branford & Illustrated by Lisa Coutts 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781925381146 
$7.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

A delightful story in the easy to read Lily the Elf series.  
 

Lily is so excited that her cousin Fern is coming for a sleepover. They haven’t seen each  
other in a long time, but the picture that she has of them together when they were little 
shows them being so happy together. 
 

Lily spends the day preparing and planning for all the things that they can do together. She 
hopes Fern is as excited as she is about this sleepover! 
 

But when Fern arrives, Lily’s excitement suddenly evaporates. Fern is not happy to be there 
at all! How can Lily save this special occasion and what is the real reason Fern is not         
enjoying herself? 
 

Your junior girl readers will love and relate to this story. 

 

Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb: 
 

Yippee! Lily's cousin Fern is coming over for a sleepover. 
 

Lily has everything ready for Fern's sleepover: books, games and cheesy acorn pie for      
dinner. Will Lily's first sleepover be the best night ever? 
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