
A Different Dog 
By Paul Jennings 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760296469  SCIS:  1799304 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Paul Jennings has really hit the mark with this touching story.  
 
It is the story of a boy that no longer talks, and a dog.  
 
The boy and his poor mother are at the end of their money. And there’s a race to climb a mountain 
with $1,000 in prize money on offer, so the boy takes part. On the way, he witnesses an accident 
where the driver dies, so the boy takes the surviving dog, who turns out to be a well trained circus 
dog, with him.  
 
The boy and the dog save each other, confront bullies, and the boy even teaches the dog a new 
trick - ‘disobedience’.  
 
Dealing with poverty, bullying and resilience, this is an ideal classroom discussion starter for upper 
primary groups, and it is also a fabulous reluctant reader for lower secondary students. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 
 

Blurb: 
 

The forest is dense and dark. And the trail full of unexpected perils. The dog can’t move. The boy 
can’t talk. And you won’t know why. Or where you are going. You will put this story down not 
wanting the journey to end. But it’s from Paul Jennings so watch out for the ambush. One of the 
best. From one of the best.  
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Looking Up 
By Sally Murphy 
Publisher: Fremantle Press 
ISBN 9781925164572    SCIS: 1799297 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Pete loves looking at the stars, and with his birthday fast approaching he really hopes to get a      
telescope.  
 
Instead, he gets a birthday card from a grandfather he did not know he had. But Pete’s Mum does 
not want to talk about his grandfather.  So with his best friend Tyler, Pete sets out to find his       
mysterious grandfather. 
 
Sally Murphy always writes such beautiful stories, and this is no exception. This is a wonderful story 
of friendship, family, and forgiving old hurts. 
 
Perfect for both boy and girl readers in Year 2 and up. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle 
 
Teacher notes are available for this title. They can be found on our website 
www.lamontbooks.com.au 
 
 

 

Blurb: 
 

Pete is hoping - desperately hoping - for a telescope. There's nothing he wants more for his     
birthday. But when a mysterious card arrives in the mail, what Pete wants is turned totally upside 
down.  

May 2017 
Primary Fiction 



My Australian Story: Our Race for Reconciliation 
By Anita Heiss 
Publisher: Omnibus/Scholastic 
ISBN 9781760276119    SCIS: 1800247 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
It’s 2000 and the Olympics are going to be held in Sydney. Mel lives in Ipswich with her twin brother 
Sam and her Mum and Dad. Mel loves to run and her hero is Cathy Freeman.  
 
This is the story of one Aboriginal family, and their journey through one amazing year. Cathy       
Freeman comes to her school, and Mel’s whole family go to Sydney to join in the Peoples Walk for 
Reconciliation across the Sydney Harbour Bridge. 
 
This is beautifully written and highlights the importance of all Australians celebrating together and 
learning from each other, as well as learning from the mistakes of the past.  We are always stronger 
together, and this book emphasises the joy to be found in friendship. 
 
Perfect for readers in Year 5 and up. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle 
 
 
 

 

 

Blurb: 
 

Mel Gordon loves running, and watching Seinfeld, but mostly she loves Cathy Freeman. It's 2000 
and the Olympics are going to be held in Australia. In a year of surprises, Mel finds out that Cathy 
Freeman is coming to talk to her school. And her family is heading to Sydney! It becomes an      
unforgettable journey to Corroboree 2000, bringing together all Australians as they march and sing 
and celebrate Australia's Indigenous heritage and also acknowledge past wrongs.  
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How to Bee 
By Bren MacDibble 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760294335   SCIS: 1799310 

$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Set in a ‘near-future’ world, where bees are extinct and people struggle to survive after a famine, 
our main character Peony is a shining light.  
 
She lives on a fruit farm outside the city with her sister and grandfather. And even though life is 
tough, they have a roof over their head, just enough food to eat, and endless amounts of love. Her 
mother works in the harsh, unforgiving city trying to earn a living. So when she decides that Peony 
should join her, Peony uses all her fierce grit and determination to try and stop this. 
 
Unsuccessful in her bid to stay on the farm, Peony finds herself working with her mother at the 
sprawling home of the rich Pasquale family.  They have a daughter Esmeralda, with whom Peony 
eventually forms an unlikely bond and friendship with.  
 
Peony is a young girl who is street smart and far wiser than her years, and you will fall in love with 
her. The story is at times confronting, and you will find yourself cheering Peony on against those 
who want her to do things that she doesn’t want to do. 
 
A wonderful read for those 9+. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
 

Blurb: 
 

Sometimes bees get too big to be up in the branches, sometimes they fall and break their bones. 
This week both happened and Foreman said, 'Tomorrow we'll find two new bees.' Peony lives with 
her sister and grandfather on a fruit farm outside the city. In a world where real bees are extinct, 
the quickest, bravest kids climb the fruit trees and pollinate the flowers by hand. All Peony really 
wants is to be a bee. Life on the farm is a scrabble, but there is enough to eat and a place to sleep, 
and there is love. Then Peony's mother arrives to take her away from everything she has ever 
known, and all Peony's grit and quick thinking might not be enough to keep her safe. How To Bee 
is a beautiful and fierce novel for younger readers, and the voice of Peony will stay with you long 
after you read the last page.  
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Too Many Friends 
By Kathryn Apel 
Publisher: University of Queensland Press 
ISBN 9780702259760   SCIS:  1805787 

$14.95 

Lamont Review: 
 
We all know that juggling friendships and dealing with all the different personalities of our school 
friends can be tough. 
 
Tahnee is a very kind, thoughtful and popular girl, and she just wants everyone to be friends with 
each other and get along, and she finds it hard to believe that her friends all find this so difficult. 
 
She is often caught between trying to be friends with everyone and keeping the peace between 
them all. 
 
So when it comes time for her birthday party, she is determined to include everyone, including the 
new, quiet girl Lucy, who Tahnee has tried to become friends with. But are her ‘friendship ideals’ 
realistic or will her efforts to include everyone result in lost friendships? 
 
This is a delightful verse novel, with a very positive feel, that many younger students will thoroughly 
relate to. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
 
 

Blurb: 
 

At school I have lots of friends. 
 

I have so many friends that sometimes I don’t know who to play with. 
 

Tahnee wants everyone in her Year 2 class to get along and be happy. But what happens when all 
of Tahnee’s friends want her attention at the same time? And how can Tahnee be friends with   
Lucy, when Lucy doesn’t seem to want any friends? 
 

A novel about friendship and school life, and the balance we all need to find to be the best friend 
we can be. 

May 2017 
Primary Fiction 



Vet Cadets: Welcome to Willowvale Book 1 
By Rebecca Johnson 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin 
ISBN 9780143782711   SCIS: 1799602 

$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Three young girls, all from very different backgrounds, find themselves as room mates at their new 
boarding school, Willowvale Girls Grammar, where they are all enrolled in the Vet Cadet program. 
 
Abbey has grown up with three older brothers on a cattle station and is feisty and quick witted,   
Hannah is from a very privileged and well to do local family, and Talika is ‘science smart’ and wanted 
to experience Australian country life after moving from India. 
 
The three girls soon form a very solid and lovely friendship, with each helping each other in the   
areas that they need it. But can they band together and come with a plan to save the sheep of     
Willowvale from a predator? 
 
This is a fabulous new series that animal loving, middle to senior primary girls will love. It shows the 
importance of friendship and understanding, and also highlights how the positivity and                   
understanding nature of teachers in our schools play such a vital role in student’s learning and       
development. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
 
 

Blurb: 
 

Abbey, Hannah and Talika are new recruits at Willowvale boarding school's Vet Cadets program. They are 
excited to learn all about caring for farm animals and the work that country vets do. Riding horses, shearing 
sheep and treasure-hunting for parasites are all just part of their normal school day. But when something 
starts attacking the school's sheep, the three vet cadets must their scientific skills, animal knowledge and 
teamwork to try and catch the culprit before it's too late.  
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