
Living On Hope Street 
By Devet Divaroren 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760292096  SCIS: 1804215 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

I grew up in South East Melbourne in the suburb of Dandenong and while the ethnicities of people has 
changed, I could totally relate to the struggles of Hope Street. 
 

We experience mostly the lives of Kane, who is not tough enough to stand up to his drunken and abusive 
father, while his little brother Sam lives in constant fear and has spectrum disorder issues. 
 

Next door is the older, protective Turkish Muslim lady Mrs Aslan. Across the road are Gugu and her recently 
arrived African family, who have nothing. There is Mr Bailey, the Vietnam War Veteran who has trouble           
accepting change and suffers from dementia. 
 

These together, and with a few other characters form the basis of a remarkable story. We experience their 
lives and struggles and really feel a part of it through some wonderful writing from Demet Divaroren, a       
sensational new voice in the Australian YA scene. 
 

It is gritty and raw, but nothing to make you cringe. Demet doesn’t need excessive swearing to get a strong 
message out. 
 

Important issues of domestic violence, diversity and bullying are tackled head on and make this a fantastic 
school discussion starter for students 14 years and older. 
 

An amazing ending, where the whole street discovers through terrible adversity the one thing that will unite 
them all. 
 

A brilliant debut novel that is almost certainly CBCA Shortlist material! 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb:  

We all love someone. We all fear something. Sometimes they live right next door - or even closer. Kane will do 
everything he can to save his mother and his little brother Sam from the violence of his father, even if it means 
becoming a monster himself. Mrs Aslan will protect the boys no matter what - even though her own family is in 
pieces. Ada wants a family she can count on, while she faces new questions about herself. Mr Bailey is afraid of 
the refugees next door, but his worst fear will take another form. And Gugulethu is just trying to make a life 
away from terror. On this street, everyone comes from different places, but to find peace they will have to    
discover what unites them. A deeply moving, unflinching portrait of modern Australian suburban life.  
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The Fall 
By Tristan Bancks 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN 9780143783053  SCIS: 1798437 
$16.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
The action and mystery that takes place over a one day period, make this thriller so exciting. 
 
We experience a murder as witnessed by Sam, a twelve year old rehabilitating at his never-before- 
met crime reporter father’s apartment. Recuperating after a knee operation, Sam finds it difficult 
to get around, so to investigate what he believes to be a person pushed from the balcony of the 
upstairs apartment, will not be easy. 
 
But when his Dad’s apartment is broken into and he is now missing, Sam decides to act. Will he   
uncover the truth and could the police really be involved? 
 
Edge-of-your-seat action ensues with a life and death struggle that is totally gripping. 
 
This is an excellent suspense filled thriller with some enthralling family relationships explored, that 
will best suit middle readers 10-14 years old. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 

 
 
 

Blurb: 
 

In the middle of the night, Sam is woken by angry voices from the apartment above. He goes to the 
window to see what's happening - only to hear a struggle, and see a body fall from the sixth-floor 
balcony. Pushed, Sam thinks. Sam goes to wake his father, Harry, a crime reporter, but Harry is 
gone. And when Sam goes downstairs, the body is gone, too. But someone has seen Sam, and knows 
what he's witnessed. The next twenty-four hours could be his last.  
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One Of Us Is Lying 
By Karen McManus 
Publisher: Puffin/Penguin UK 
ISBN  9780141375632  SCIS:  1808151 
$17.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
This is a modern day murder mystery set in a school situation that grabs you from the outset. 
 
When five, variously high achieving, and all good looking kids get a detention for having a phone in 
class and one dies from a severe anaphylactic shock, the four that are left are all suspects. 
 
However Simon, now deceased, was the creator of Bayview High’s notorious and always correct 
gossip app, and he obviously had something big on all four suspects. 
 
Then follows a media circus and police ineptitude, that takes many twists and turns, before we    
finally uncover the truth. 
 
In the meantime, we learn a lot about how people change and adapt under pressure, join forces 
when the world is against them, and the pressures of adolescent life particularly within a social 
media driven world. 
 
It was a great read that I highly recommend to students 15 years and older. 
 

Reviewed by Rob 
 

Blurb:  

On Thursday afternoon, five students at Bayview High walk into detention. Bronwyn, the brain, is 
Yale-bound and never breaks a rule. Addy, the beauty, is the picture-perfect homecoming princess. 
Nate, the criminal, is already on probation for dealing. Cooper, the athlete, is the all-star baseball 
pitcher. And Simon, the outcast, is the creator of Bayview High's notorious gossip app. Only Simon 
never makes it out of that classroom. Before the end of detention, Simon's dead. And according to 
investigators, his death wasn't an accident. On Thursday, he died. But on Friday, he'd planned to post 
juicy reveals about all four of his high-profile classmates, which makes all four of them suspects in his 
murder. Or are they just the perfect patsies for a killer who's still on the loose? Everyone has secrets, 
right? What really matters is how far you would go to protect them.  
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Ballad For A Mad Girl 
By Vikki Wakefield 
Publisher: Text Publishing 
ISBN 9781925355291  SCIS: 1804148 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Grace Foley is a bit of a wild child  -  always game to try anything. Especially since her Mum died. 
Grace hides her grief by being the funny girl in her group,  but when she freezes during a dare one 
night, she is not laughing anymore. She is terrified. What are these strange things she can see and 
sense? 
 

Will her curiosity with a 20 year old mystery that she wants to solve help her or will it break her 
into a million pieces? 
 

This book is creepy and riveting, a spooky, edge-of-your-seat supernatural thriller that you will not 
be able to put down. Grace is tough and grief stricken, but you will fall in love with her and yell at 
her all at the same time. 
 

It is impossible not to be taken along for the ride in this new book by Vikki Wakefield. It is best    
suited to girls Year 9 and up who love a spine-tingling thriller. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 
 

Blurb: 

Everyone knows seventeen-year-old Grace Foley is a bit mad. She's a prankster and a risk-taker, and 
she's not afraid of anything-except losing. As part of the long-running feud between two local 
schools in Swanston, Grace accepts a challenge to walk the pipe. That night she experiences      
something she can't explain. The funny girl isn't laughing anymore. She's haunted by voices and   
visions - but nobody believes a girl who cries wolf. As she's drawn deeper into a twenty-year-old 
mystery surrounding missing girl Hannah Holt, the thin veil between this world and the next begins 
to slip. She can no longer tell what's real or imagined - all she knows is the ghosts of Swanston,    
including that of her own mother, are restless. It seems one of them has granted her an                 
extraordinary gift at a terrible price. Everything about her is changing - her body, her thoughts, even 
her actions seem to belong to a stranger. Grace is losing herself, and her friends don't understand. Is 
she moving closer to the truth? Or is she heading for madness?  
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My Life As A Hashtag 
By Gabrielle Williams 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN 9781760113681   SCIS: 1804227 
$19.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Gabrielle William’s first two books were filled with hilarious situations and were both fabulous                  
contemporary works of YA fiction. This is better, more serious, but better. 
 
Marie-Claude, aka MC has a wide group of friends and lives a ‘pretty cool’ life. But her Dad has recently left, 
her brother is at Uni and is cutting himself off, and her Mum, well ,she’s just not doing great. 
 
But things turn nasty when MC kisses Jed at a party. You see, her friend Annouk likes Jed and has first dibs 
on him. You know, sister before mister! Thereafter, MC’s life spirals downward with digital media used to 
cyberbully and publically shame. 
 
Now her Dad’s PA and new partner is pregnant, her brother tells her he is gay, her Mum is on Tinder and 
her friends are turning against her. 
 
I won’t blow the finish, sufficed to say that this is a fantastic expose of modern teenage girl friendship in this 
digital age. It certainly shows us what can go wrong and how quickly  -  think global! 
 
A great, original story best suited to teenage girls. 
 
Reviewed by Rob 

Blurb: 

I'd been warned - in French, no less. By a tram-riding, mermaid-swaying, wolf-eaten, peace-sign flipping 
friend. I knew she wouldn't be happy if I stayed out here by the pool, with Jed's nail tracing the length of my 
neck. But I didn't want to go inside. I didn't want another drink. I wanted to stay out here and see what would 
happen. What's a girl to do when her parents have split up; her mum's trawling Tinder; and one of her best 
friends has decided not to invite her to the biggest party of the year, which she then has to watch unfold on 
everyone else's social media? If you're a girl called MC, you get mad as hell, that's what you do. But what be-
gins as one girl's private, no-holds-barred rant soon snowballs in the most public way possible. A funny, 
heartfelt novel for anyone who's ever wished they hadn't pressed send.  
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Beyond The Wall 
By Tanya Landman 
Publisher: Walker Books 
ISBN 9781406366273   SCIS: 1817184 
$18.99 

Lamont Review: 
 
Cassia is a slave girl in Roman Britain, in Ancient Times when slaves meant nothing and females even less.  
 
Cassia’s life is hard and difficult and when she bites her masters ear off rather than become his mistress, her 
life on the run begins. For a slave, there are worse things than death. 
 
The might of the Roman Empire only extends to Hadrian’s Wall, so can Cassie make and survive this perilous 
journey to the other side? All seems lost, until she meets Marcus  -  the perfect gentleman of Rome who 
should turn her in, but instead decides to help her. But can she trust him? 
 
Fast paced and adventurous, this is the story of one girl’s courage to escape and to give others the hope that 
life may one day change for the better. 
 
Quite brutal and confronting at times, particularly in the Romans arrogance and the treatment of their slaves 
and all females. 
 
It is also a love story, about family, friends and choices. The amazing bravery of one young girl who            
refuses to accept the life she was supposed to live will enthral your readers. Tanya Landman is a Carnegie 
award winning author and this book will suit girls Year 9 and up who love historical fiction and do not mind 
the brutal truth that history includes. 
 
Reviewed by Michelle 

Blurb:  

From Tanya Landman, author of the 2015 Carnegie Medal winner Buffalo Soldier, comes a heart-stopping tale 
of love, corruption and the power of choice. Blood on her lips. Blood on her tongue. Blood that is not her 
own. Cassia does not fear to die, but for her – for a slave who has maimed her master – there are worse 
things than death. Yet the mighty Roman Empire has its limits. Beyond her master’s estate, beyond the river, 
far to the north stands Hadrian’s Wall. And beyond the wall? Freedom. With dogs on her trail and a bounty 
on her head the journey seems impossible. But then Cassia meets Marcus – slick, slippery, silver-tongued – a 
true and perfect son of Rome. And her only hope.  
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Lamont Review: 
 
This is a real eye-opener for your younger students to a world that is far removed from their normal lives. 
 
Our main character is a young boy, Jorge, whose Romanian family was tricked into sending him to Paris with 
Bill, a man who had promised them that Jorge would have a better life. But this is far from the truth. 
 
Jorge had been human trafficked to be a thief for Bill and his bosses, who use young children like Jorge to 
target tourists in and around the famous attractions of Paris. They pick pockets and beg, and manage to steal 
large sums of money, but they see hardly any of it, as they are under the complete brutal control of Bill.  
 
Jorge is just one of many like this. His friends, who all live in the ‘camp’ with him and find themselves in a 
similar, seemingly hopeless situation, living in fear and poverty. And when they find that their camp may be          
bulldozed, their already desperate situation looks even worse. 
 
But Jorge is a fighter and dreams of more. Will he ever be able to flee the grip of Bill and start a new life? 
And will it be his new friendship with the Australian chef Sticky Ricky that gives him this chance? 
 
This is a wonderful, though at times sad story which shows the harsh life of those that find themselves at the 
mercy of others. It is also a story of hope, and the power of self belief and courage. 
 
It will be enjoyed by all those in Year 7 and up. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 

Blurb:  

Bill, a controller, has an army of child thieves at his command and Jorge is one of them. But soon 
Jorge faces an even bigger threat. His home is to be bulldozed. Where will Jorge sleep? What will 
happen to his friends, Ada and Gino? Could a burgeoning friendship with Australian chef, Sticky-
Ricky, help Jorge to stop Bill and save the army of child-thieves? And will he do it before he loses 
Ada forever? Jorge can’t keep fighting to live now he must live to fight. A harrowing, humbling story 
about one boys desperation to escape a life of crippling poverty. A Cardboard Palace reads like a 
modern Dickens story set in Paris, giving a voice to trafficked Romany children who are forced to 
labour illegally for a pittance.  
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A Cardboard Palace 
By Allayne L. Webster 
Publisher: MidnightSun Publishing 
ISBN 9781925227253  SCIS: 1804197 
$17.99 


