
Marsh and Me 
By Martine Murray 
Publisher: Text Publishing 
ISBN  9781925498011    SCIS:  1817614 
$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is a detailed and beautiful told story of friendship and finding your place in the world. 
 

You will love Joey from the minute you start reading this book, full of self-doubt and his longing to 
just find where he fits. Sports are not his thing, and although he loves to play his guitar, he is far 
too shy to ever   consider playing it in front of others! 
 

But when he meets the very mysterious Marsh, she brings a whole new dimension to his life. 
What is she hiding? And why is he so drawn to her, even with all her bossy ways? 
 

We are taken on a journey of self discovery, not only for Joey and Marsh, but also for Marsh’s Dad 
who finds a new lease on life as he helps Joey. 
 

It really is a beautifully written story that has many levels to it. Middle to senior readers will     
thoroughly enjoy this book, and hopefully take from it some of the very important messages that 
it portrays about  being true to yourself, and self-confidence. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Blurb: 
 

There's a hill out the back of Joey's house. Hardly anyone goes there - it's not a beautiful place, just 
a covered-over old rubbish tip. But Joey likes it up there. It's his hill - somewhere he likes to go to 
wonder about life. He longs to be the best at something, to be a famous astronaut, or mountain 
climber, to stand out. When Joey discovers a tree house in an old peppercorn tree on the hill, he is 
annoyed that someone has invaded his special place. But he is also curious about who the intruder 
could be. But making contact isn't easy. The tree-house girl is wild and hostile and full of secrets - 
Joey needs to work out a way to win her over. And as he does, he finds a way to shine. Marsh and 
Me is a story about friendship and trust and learning to believe in yourself and what makes you   
special. Martine Murray's beautifully rounded characters, with all their self-doubts, yearnings and 
wise insights, will delight readers young and old.  
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Pippa's Island: The Beach Shack Cafe 
By Belinda Murrell 
Publisher: Random House 
ISBN  9780143783671  SCIS: 1808794 

$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is the first in a wonderful new series that middle to senior primary girls will love, by one of my 
favourite authors, Belinda Murrell. 
 

Pippa, her Mum, and her younger brother and sister have all moved from London to Australia and 
are starting a new life on Kira Island. The only trouble is Pippa liked her old life  -  her school, her 
friends and her complete family. 
 

Her Mum is sure she can make a good life for them on Kira Island, and puts her heart and soul into 
renovating an old boatshed into a café. But Pippa is worried. She thinks her Mum may lose all that 
have left with her crazy plan. 
 

Pippa is also having her ups and downs settling into her new life. Her new friendships with Meg, 
Charlie and Cici all seem to be going ok, but what is it about Olivia? Why is she trying to make life 
hard for Pippa? 
 

A really enjoyable story of family, friendship and new beginnings, but also of community                
involvement and  acceptance. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Blurb: 
 

Pippa has just arrived at a new school, in a new town, and even living on a gorgeous island isn't 
cheering her up. Her arrival causes ripples at Kira Island Primary School - but Pippa soon starts to 
make friends with eco-warrior Meg, boho-chick Charlie, and fashionista and cupcake baker Cici. 
Pippa's mum plans to buy a rustic old boatshed and start a bookshop cafe, and Pippa worries 
they'll lose all their money in this madcap venture - until her new friends come to the rescue to 
help get the grand opening back on track. Will Kira Island ever feel like home?  
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Hectic Electric: How to Hypnotise a Droid 
By Joshie Lefers  
Publisher: Hardie Grant Egmont 
ISBN 9781760128005   SCIS: 1822207 

$12.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Joshie is 10 years old and he doesn't need a babysitter. At least, that’s what Joshie thinks.              
Unfortunately for Joshie, his scientist mum disagrees. 
 
But when a huge box marked TOP SECRET arrives one morning, Joshie can’t help but open it, even 
though Mum said he had to wait until after school. 
 
So begins a hilarious, completely hectic, crazy and funny adventure that you will love.  
 
This is the first of four books in this series, and it will be a hit with those who love a laugh when they 
read. It is also heart warming, with characters that are great fun.  
 
This series is sure to be a winner with those starting out on chapter books. 
 

Reviewed by Michelle 
 

 

Blurb: 
 

This madcap comedy-adventure series is completely hectic – and also heart-warming, ridiculously 
funny and wildly addictive! One day, Joshie is eating breakfast when a fancy robot thingy arrives in 
a box. The cool thing? It’s actually an incredibly sophisticated droid. The not-so-cool thing? It’s  
programmed to babysit Joshie while his mum is at work (which is ALL THE TIME). Joshie has scared 
off a LOT of babysitters, but that’s only because he DOESN’T NEED A BABYSITTER. And he has big 
plans to get rid of this one too. But he’s not counting on Droid Dude being kinda fun – or all the 
whole new level of sticky, icky messes you can get into when your babysitter has an off switch! An 
irrepressible and assured debut from hot new talent Joshie Lefers.  
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The Elephant 
By Peter Carnavas 
Publisher: University of Queensland Press 
ISBN  9780702259616     SCIS: 1808773 
$14.95 

Lamont Review: 
 

Ever since her Mum passed away, Olive has lived with her Grandad, her Dad, and a sadness that is 
so big and grey that Olive imagines it as an elephant.  
 

It’s an unwelcome visitor that makes her Dad tired and forgetful, and Olive knows he won’t ever be 
happy again unless she can figure out how to chase the elephant away for good.  
 

With some help from her best friend Arthur, and advice from her grandfather, Olive comes up with 
a plan to finally rid her Dad of the sadness that’s been following him around.  
 

From author and illustrator Peter Carnavas, The Elephant explores the tangible effect of loss on  
families, and how friendship, community, and celebrating memory can help overcome grief. While 
The Elephant addresses some heavy issues, Olive herself is a resilient and joyful character, and 
there's a lightness to the narrative coupled with gentle illustrations that make it ideal for discussing 
bereavement and depression with younger readers, from Grade one and up. 
 

Reviewed by Lian 
 

Blurb: 
 

‘An elephant?’ Arthur gasped. ‘In your house? But... is it real?’ 
 

Olive leaned a little closer and lowered her voice. 
 

‘Well, that's the thing . . . ’ 
 

Olive’s father has a sadness so big that she imagines it as a large grey elephant following him 
around. With the help of her cheery grandfather and her best friend, Arthur, Olive sets out to 
chase away her father’s elephant. 
 

Beautifully written, this novel from acclaimed author and illustrator Peter Carnavas will stay with 
you long after you finish. 
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D-Bot Squad: Dino Hunter 
By Mac Park & Illustrated by James Hart 
Publisher: Allen & Unwin 
ISBN  9781760295974   SCIS: 1820034 
$9.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

This is the first book in a great new series for emerging readers.  
 

Hunter was already excited as it was Book Week and he loved books! But he also loved dinosaurs, 
and he had even dressed up as a dinosaur hunter for the school parade.  
 

When Hunter is convinced he saw a real life dinosaur out the window, none of his classmates or his 
teacher believed him. They all just thought he was making it up  -  they were all used to his constant 
dinosaur talk! 
 

But when Hunter finds himself on an errand to the library, he has no idea what real adventure 
awaits him in Ms Steggs dino-cave. Can he make a d-bot that can catch a real life dinosaur? 
 

This book is action packed and emerging readers aged 5+ are sure to be eager to read the next    
instalment. 
 

Reviewed by Sam 
 

Visit the website http://macparkbooks.com/d-bot-squad/ to find out more information and activities. 

Blurb: 
 

Dinosaurs are back, and on the loose! It's up to D-Bot Squad to catch them. Hunter Marks knows 
everything there is to know about dinosaurs. But does he know enough to pass the computer 
game test and make it into top-secret D-Bot Squad? D-Bot Squad is written to get kids reading - 
and keep them reading. Combining un-put-downable content with success-reading readability,      
D-Bot Squad will have even the most reluctant readers devouring all eight books.  
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Cyclones and Shadows: Stories From Up North 
By Pat Dudgeon, Laura Dudgeon, Sabrina Dudgeon & Darlene Oxenham 
Publisher: Fremantle Press 
ISBN  9781925164763   SCIS: 1822245 

$14.99 

Lamont Review: 
 

Featuring four short stories, this is a wonderful way to introduce younger readers to Indigenous storytelling.  
 

Two stories centre around Lilli and her Shadow, and two around Annie and her family. 
 

Both sets of stories have very strong family connections, spread across different generations. 
 

Lilli has a wonderful relationship with her Nan and when Lilli moves away from her, she realises that she is not 
so alone  -  Nan had sent Shadow Boy with Lilli to protect her. But Shadow was only needed by Lilli for a short 
time, and when Nan wasn't well, it was time for Shadow to return home. But will he be able to return to his 
mango tree? 
 
We also share two of Annie’s stories. In the first story Annie must overcome her initial disappointment about 
the ‘sports’ car that her Dad had promised, and in her second story we follow her and her family as they     
prepare for a cyclone. 
 
With a strong focus on families, these touching stories are suitable for all students aged 7+. 
 
Reviewed by Sam 
 
Teacher Notes have been provided by the publisher for this title. They are available from our website 
www.lamontbooks.com.au 

Blurb: 
 
This collection draws together four tales for younger readers. 
 

Two stories feature Lilli and her magical companion, Shadow. Living in Nan’s mango tree, Shadow is just the 
friend Lilli needs when adjusting to a new life in a new town. And, when Shadow finds himself the host of an 
unwanted visitor, Lilli becomes just the friend he needs too. The next two stories are about Annie, who 
learns how important ingenuity and strong family ties are when living in the remote community of Useless 
Loop. Annie helps her dad build an amazing beach sports car from a pile of junk before she and her family 
battle a cyclone. 
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